Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 5 Civil War
· 1862 the American Civil War was at its height.
· A new kind of bullet brought the war to a new level- the Minnie Ball.
· The Minnie Ball was invented in France and weighed just one ounce. Each bullet could rip through a body in just a second.

· Demand for the bullet that an entire industry sprung up to supply Minnie Balls. The North used half a billion Minnie Balls, which were fired from the 2-million muskets carried by the soldiers.

· The Civil War was the first modern world because it took place after the Industrial Revolution transformed America.

· The new musket was faster to reload that traditional guns. Load the powder, ram down the bullet, and it was ready to fire. Speed in loading determined life or death.

· Grooves on the inside of the barrel, rifling, improved the accuracy of the shot.

· On impact with a human body the bullet flattens out and bone splinters and causes more damage inside. Often the result is death.

· Despite the advanced technology of the weapons and ammunition, the army still used ancient military tactics. This made the war even more bloody and deadly.

· The Minnie Ball was accurate over 600-yards and could be reloaded 8-times faster than a traditional weapon. Therefore, open field battle was extremely deadly. Kill rates were much higher than before.

· Troops on both sides had to live through such death and suffering. The groans of the dying echoes. 

· 600,000 died in the war, 2% of the entire U.S. population (the equivalent of 6-million people in today’s population by percentage of the population).

· Early versions of the dog tag were simple notes with names and numbers pinned to uniforms so the dead could be identified.

· For the first time soldiers could use the postal service to write to loved ones from the battlefield. They often described the battlefields for their loved ones.

· The deep political animosity fueling the war was the South determination to uphold its way of life and slavery. The North was determined to hold the nation together. Both sides believed that they were right.

· The war was locked in a bloody stalemate. In this war of attrition, victory would come to the last side standing.

· August 1862 Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army was ready to fight against the Union in Virginia.

· Southern agriculture depended on a single crop, cotton. Cotton from the South made up 2/3 of the world’s supply and was known as “white gold.” It brought extraordinary wealth to the Southern states but was wealth built on the backs of slaves.
· Lincoln’s election threatened the way of life and slavery.

· Rather than submit to Northern rule, the South decided to fight for its own nation.

· Robert E. Lee took command of the newly formed Army of Northern Virginia. He was a West Point graduate and a veteran of the Mexican War. He was highly regarded for his effectiveness on the battlefield.

· Manassas Virginia in 1862 was the site of the Second Battle of Bull Run. Although greatly outnumbered, the South knew the terrain like the back of their hand.

· The North had to come and win the battle and then become an occupying force. The South just had to defend its land.

· The New York 5th Regiment lost more men in 10-minutes that any other regiment lost in the entire war.

· In the end, Lee’s men killed over 1,700 Union soldiers. Determination and local knowledge gave the South a great victory.

· Abraham Lincoln fought a new type of war and the South did not fully understand.

· A train full of men and supplies sped South to the war front.

· The Railroad was one of Lincoln’s biggest weapons in the war. Transportation efficiencies greatly increased the Union war effort.

· America’s railroads gradually increased across America and Lincoln realized it was a huge advantage in supplying troops to the front line. Lincoln struck a deal with railroad owners to put railroads under government control and turned the railroad into a weapon of war.

· Now armies could move to the front and move supplies directly to battle. 24,000 miles of rail track in the North was critical.

· At the start of the war the South had only 9,000 miles or rail and it remained under private control.

· The Union added 4,000 more miles while the South only added 400 miles during the war.

· Southern troops starved due to lack of supplies and lack of railroads. They lacked the logistics to deliver a decisive blow.

· Lincoln also realized that he had to mobilize the entire North behind the war.

· Factories shifted from producing goods for private use to producing for the war. Pitch fork makers became sword makers and clothes began to be tailored to the troops. The Industrial North focused its efforts on the war. The South had nothing to compete with the industrial North in this regard.
· Manufacturing, technology, and infrastructure transformed the face of America.

· The new integrated economy would become the hallmark of the new modern age.

· In a building across from the White House became Lincoln’s command center. He used the telegraph and Morse Code (invented in 1844) as a tool for communication to send orders to the warfront.

· In the past messages took days- now the country’s 50,000-mile telegraph network could deliver messages almost instantaneously. It transformed the nature of the war as information and communication could be transmitted to the battle front and back quickly.

· Lincoln insisted on telegraph lines being installed directly into the War Department and put the telegraph under government control. The telegraph office became the hub and command center of the war effort. Lincoln even slept there at times.

· Lincoln obsessed over messages from the front and he read over all of the messages that came in. Lincoln could stay on top of developments on an hour-by-hour basis. Lincoln even gave direct orders to his generals on how to fight and what to do.

· During the war Lincoln sent almost 1,000 telegraphs. The South never utilized telegraphs and had to plan battles the old fashioned way.

· Industry, communication, man-power, and fire-power were all advantages of the North. The South was determined that its cause was right refused to give in.

· In 1862 at Antietam 6,000 died and 17,000 were wounded. This was 4-times as many as World War II’s D-Day landings.
· Battlefield medicine could hardly keep up with the wounds. 

· ¾ of all operations during the Civil War were amputations. Severe wounds through the joints left by the Minnie ball- splintering and shattering of bones, required amputation. Ether and chloroform were used as anesthetics.
· Gangrene was the biggest killer. Bacteria that destroyed tissue caused death quickly.

· About 60,000 amputation were performed during the Civil War.

· Twice as many men of infection as died on the battlefield.

· It forced a rethinking of battlefield medicine. Looking after wounded soldiers became the duty of female battlefield nurses.

· Clara Barton was untrained and unpaid. She pushed for food, clothing, medicines, and people to take care of them.

· First aid and triage- the sorting of wounded from most serious to least were used during the war.

· 20,000 women volunteered as nurses.

· Clara Barton went on to form the American Red Cross.

· Sanitation began to increase with the discovery of bromine. This caustic chemical was effective against gangrene. Therefore, 75% of amputees survived and gangrene became rare after the war.

· As the war dragged on, Lincoln was forced to fight the war of public opinion.
· With photography, for the first time bloody images of the battlefield were shown to the public. As many as 1,500 photographer sold images to the public for as little as $0.25.

· The blood and carnage was seen in the newspapers across America and 2,000 war journalists wrote daily about the war.

· The public was well informed about the war and the death it brought. It forced a fundamental change in the ritual surrounding death. Although bodies took a week to reach home, chemicals were used to embalm the body to preserve the body and combat decay. This turned undertakers into millionaires.

· Embalming, air tight coffins, and refrigerated alternatives brought bodies back home.

· In 1862 Lincoln gave the South an ultimatum- rejoin the Union or else he would free their slaves.
· The South rejected the ultimatum because it didn’t want to rejoin a Union where slavery was at risk. It pushed the South to fight on.

· In the North, the war changed from one to keep the Union together to one with a moral cause in ending slavery.

· On January 1, 1863 Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing the slaves in the rebellious states. Thanks to the telegraph the news quickly spread.

· Lincoln also pushed for civil rights and full enfranchisement of the slaves (right to vote).
· Black American soldiers rushed to enlist for the Union. Over 200,000 joined by the end of the war. They turned out to be excellent fighters.

· The Emancipation Proclamation changed the nature of the war- it now meant freedom for African Americans.

· In 1863 Lincoln dedicated the National Cemetery at Gettysburg in 1863 and delivered his famous speech, the Gettysburg Address. It called for a refocus on freedom and the purpose of the war. It meant that those who died did so for freedom and should never be forgotten.

· In 1864 the war remained deadlocked. With an election looming Lincoln knew he needed a decisive blow.

· Lincoln put the entire North behind one final push- he ordered William T. Sherman to stop at nothing in his march to the sea. He advanced under the cover of night and he destroyed everything in his way in a total war effort.

· The total war effort meant destroying railroads in the South and bending them beyond use. It also meant a scorched earth approach. Sherman burned towns and fields. Before Sherman entered Atlanta the Souths set fire to their own city rather than to allow it to supply Sherman’s men.

· With Atlanta in ruins, Sherman began his “March to the Sea.” The Union troops made a 60-mile wide path of destruction from Atlanta to Savannah. Anything of value was destroyed, dwellings and field burned, and the people of the South were demoralized.

· Within months of Sherman’s march, General Lee surrendered. The war was over.

· The inferior logistical infrastructure of the South was no match for the North’s railroad, telegraph, industry, and people.

· Soon after victory Lincoln was dead from assassination.

· America was once again united. It now developed a new industrialized economy that would reach across the land.
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